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Hurt and Grievous Hurt

Section 114: The Definition of Hurt

Section 114 talks about the concept of "hurt." Any act causing bodily pain,
disease, or infirmity falls under this category. It must be remembered that an act
need not be intended or likely to cause death to qualify as hurt. In cases where
there is neither an intention to cause death nor knowledge of such likelihood, and
death occurs, the accused is charged with hurt if the inflicted injury is not deemed
serious.

Section 116: Grievous hurt

Section 116, on the other hand, specifically designates certain kinds of hurt as
"grievous." These include emasculation, permanent privation of sight or hearing,
destruction of a member or joint, permanent impairment of the powers of a
member or joint, permanent disfiguration of the head or face, fracture or
dislocation of a bone or tooth, and any hurt endangering life or causing severe
bodily pain for a period of fifteen days (this period was 20 days as per Section
320 IPC.)

Distinguishing Grievous Hurt: Thin Line with Culpable Homicide

Distinguishing between culpable homicide not amounting to murder and grievous
hurt hinges on the nature of the injuries. In the former, injuries are more serious
with a risk of death, while in the latter, injuries do not pose a serious risk to life.

Case Law Analysis: Emperor v. Indu Beg

The case of Emperor v. Indu Beg, throws light on the fine line between grievous
hurt and culpable homicide. In this instance, a husband, engaged in a heated
verbal altercation with his wife, struck her forcefully on the face, resulting in her
death within an hour. Here, by applying the reasonable standards rule, the court
ruled that the accused was liable for voluntarily causing grievous hurt rather than
culpable homicide not amounting to murder as the husband did not intend on
causing death of wife neither he had knowledge that his act will cause the death of
his wife.

Assault under BNS

Section 130 provides that any gesture or preparation, made with the intention or
knowledge that it is likely to cause apprehension in another person, leading them
to believe that criminal force is imminent, constitutes an assault. It must be noted
that mere words do not amount to assault, but words accompanying gestures or
preparations can lend meaning to those actions, transforming them into assault.
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